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GOLF
O A Y JOHNSTON SALVER
The Annual Golf Match for the O.A.Y. Johnston Salver was played 
at the Christchurch Golf Club on Friday 17 October. A field of 59 
players took to the links on a sunny but windy day. The course was 
in fine condition but many found the greens fast and the rough quite 
demanding. As a result the scores of the prize winners were quite 
close.
At the conclusion of the competition George Deans with 36 points 
held a one-point lead over both Michael Williams and Geoff Saunders. 
It was pleasing to see George win this year as his vastly experienced 
team, who have played together for 25 years, have never before 
managed a win. This could probably be considered a 1% success 
rate!
In the non-handicap division a newcomer, Derek Banks, had the 
best score, followed closely by David Coull, Michael Williams and 
Paddy Helmore scoring 103 points (best 3 of 4 scores) with George 
Deans, Simon Robinson, Peter Redfern and Chris Rhodes on 99 
points. Geoff Saunders, Ben Frampton, Quentin Wright and Hamish 
Taylor were just points behind.
Brian Walker won the long drive but unfortunately had a few problems 
with subsequent shots although his four enjoyed their gins. He was 
unable to win “closest to the pin for 2” on the 18th which went to 
Guy Hargreaves.
Special thanks are due to the legal firm of Saunders Robinson who 
donated prizes for this year’s match.
The barbecue held after the match was moderately well attended 
and gave plenty of time for socialising. The 2004 tournament will 
be held at the start of Labour weekend on Friday 22 October.
We look forward to your participation and urge you to contact others 
and thereby attract even more players to this popular annual event. 

STROWAN ROSEBOWL GOLF
The Old Boys’ Associations Interschool golf match for the Strowan 
Rosebowl was played in good conditions at the Christchurch Golf 
Course. The college team of John Williams, Ned Robilliard, Richard 
Pearse and Paddy Helmore exceeded their historic placing, usually 
near the end of the field, to finish seventh out of the fourteen teams 
competing. John Williams with 35 points was our best player on the 
day but unfortunately was not supported well enough by the rest of 
the team.
King’s College won the Rosebowl this year by one point from 
Southland Boys’. Our team were 14 points behind the winners. One 
day…..

Paddy Helmore (7168)

A DAY OUT IN THE CAR

Lunch on the lawn at “Coldstream” 
Our “Day out in the Car” was again a great success, firstly by the 
attendance of 15 great cars and also because of perfect weather.
We assembled outside Jacobs House with a prompt “start your 
engines” at 10am. The Headmaster promised us he would come next 
year. It soon became apparent as we chatted that he had some serious 
knowledge of certain classic cars.
We headed south through Springston and on to Leeston, joining the 
Main South Road just north of the Rakaia River bridge.
We then stopped at Alan Trott’s magnificent garden at Ashburton 
for a coffee break and a personally guided tour of the 7-acre garden. 
On to “Coldstream” where Jo and Sue Studholme were waiting to 
direct us through to the back lawn of the magnificent historic 
homestead, and what a great setting it was.
With most of the cars lined up in front of the pond, it was just the 
nicest picnic spot. After lunch Jo invited us into the homestead, 
where he talked to us about the history of his family and their 
property. Thank you to Jo and Sue for letting us come and visit and 
making us so welcome.
Another “Day out in the Car” is planned for next year.

David Coop (6135)

BRANCH NEWS
Bay of Plenty

The twelfth annual general meeting and dinner of the Bay of Plenty 
branch was held at Bureta Park Motor Inn, Tauranga, on Friday 22 August 
2003.
Tauranga based Old Boys, Roly Hammond (4861 and Michael Batchelor 
(5734) handled the venue arrangements and although initially we had 
concerns about possible lack of numbers it turned out to be a highly 
successful function being attended by a total of 55 Old Boys, guests and 
friends of College.
Branch Chairman David Mayne (5501) of Taupo welcomed Association 
President Tom Tothill who gave members a detailed update on affairs 
at College. David then introduced the guest speaker The Rt Hon. Winston 
Peters, Leader of  New Zealand First and Member of Parliament for 
Tauranga.
Winston Peters gave a well-researched speech on the importance of 
education and his views of Maori/Pakeha relations. He deplored the 
waste of resources resulting from non-productive Treaty of Waitangi 
industry activities. He said current Treaty claim difficulties were the 
product of a few so-called ‘Maori’ activists and generally did not repesent 
the main stream view of Maori people.
Next year we plan on holding this function in Rotorua in line with the 
intention to alternate annual Branch meetings between Tauranga, Rotorua 
and Taupo.

John Chapman (6010)

Hawkes Bay
The Chairman, Mark Warren (8838), welcomed 63 Old Boys, 
wives/partners, parents of current pupils and Mr and Mrs Tom Tothill 
(President of CCOBA) and Jonathon Krebs the Guest Speaker.	
The branch elected Tom Lowry (10158) as the branch Secretary/Treasurer.
Tom Tothill gave a most informative address about happenings of the 
Old Boys’ Association and the College. He spoke on behalf of the school 
as representatives of the school were attending the school ball held on 
the same evening. Jonathon Krebs (a Crown Prosecutor) spoke on a 
recent high profile-trial that he was involved in, and then gave a light-
hearted lesson on what it takes to become a defence lawyer.

Michael Hindmarsh (8759)

Tom Tothill and Winston Peters

CCOBA CALENDAR 2004
Wednesday March 10, 3pm	 Old Boys vs boys golf match, contact David 

Murchison:david.murchison@clear.net.nz
Sunday March 14, noon 	 Old Boys vs boys cricket match, contact 

David Murchison:david.murchison@clear.net.nz
Sunday March 14, 10am	 Four wheel drive Safari, contact John 

Belcher:  Telephone (03) 355 7712
Friday May 14, evening	 South Canterbury Branch meeting contact 

Rob Rhodes: rhodes.family@xtra.co.nz 
Tuesday July 6	 New South Wales Branch meeting contact 

Michael Quaife: quaifem@charmant.com.au 
Wednesday 16 July	 Otago Branch meeting (Dunedin) contact 

Michael Greenslade: 
michael.greenslade@industrynz.govt.nz

Thursday 19 August	 Auckland Branch meeting contact Philip 
Wardale: philip@bayswater.co.nz

Friday 20 August	 Waikato Branch meeting contact Richard 
Jerram: Rjerram@angleseachambers.co.nz

Saturday 21 August	 Bay of Plenty Branch meeting contact John 
Chapman: johnc@cgr.co.nz

Saturday 18 September	 Queenstown function contact Ken Greenslade: 
ken.greenslade@harcourts.co.nz



3

FLOWER’S HOUSE AUCTION AND 
RAFFLE
On Friday 10 October 2003, Flower’s House held its Grand Auction 
and Raffle. The event was very well supported and there were over 
80 people present, including parents, friends, Old Boys and members 
of staff. 
The event raised $20,000 which far exceeded expectations and the 
generosity and support of all those who donated items and took part 
in the event is very much appreciated.
The money will be used to purchase items for the new House which 
is to be built during 2004, and a portion will go towards assisting 
Flower’s House boys with approved projects that they may find 
difficult to finance themselves.

David Scott, Housemaster

JOHN HARRIS MEMORIAL 
COLLECTION
The Collection has had another very good year. This is, of course, 
largely through the enterprise of Old Boys publishing books (many 
of these presented copies). We have also been fortunate in acquiring 
more out-of-print books than for some time. Some of these were 
great rarities. That does not mean that they were hideously expensive. 
Because a book is rare it is not necessarily beyond the price of rubies.

Recently published books:
R. A. Donald (5930)	 French Leave
H. M. F. Logan (7977)	 Classic Peaks of New Zealand
J. W. Jameson (4496)	 ‘Paying Our Rent’: A History of the 		

Jameson Family
J. G. Riley (6940)	 The Analytics of Uncertainty and 			

Information
I. E. Coop (3797)	 The Autobiography of  I. E. Coop
P. T. Norman (4796)	 Tiger  Moths and Butterf l ies
S. A. Froude (5408)	 Reel Entertainment	

Big Screens in the Valley
C. J. Carl (5648)	 Throw Me A Line
N. S. Mackenzie (6650)	 Gateway to Maniapoto
D. G. Rawson (7481)	 The Inca Tapestry
J. T. G. Sutherland (9243)	 Leather & Tussock
D. S. Long (7514)	 The Battlefield
M. A. T. Warren (8838)	 4WD Guide – Techniques & Safety
J. Hall-Jones (5039)	 The Fiords of Fiordland
Not by Old Boys, but of College interest:
J. Bryant Haigh	 Men of Faith and Courage
Out-of-print books:
J. N. Thompson (2668)	 Do This in Remembrance of Me	

I Want To Live!
K. C. West-Watson (3712)	 Listen Lovely	

Born Beautiful	
That Was No Lady	
Pardon My Gun

D. Smitham (8168)	 Captain Coqk’s Log (Editor)	
(‘Coqk’ is not a misprint; it refers to 		
a flaw in a postage stamp)

J. Daysh-Davey (4846)	 They Also Served
A. P. Pascoe (3443)	 Public Buildings
W. B. Perceval	 Farming and Labour in New Zealand
W. J. Gardner (3980)	 The Farmer Politician in New Zealand

We have also acquired issues of  New Zealand’s Heritage and New 
Zealand’s Natural Heritage containing articles by L. S. Rickard 
(5057), J. C. Yaldwyn (5373), F. J. F. Fisher (4884), I. E. Coop (3797), 
A. W. Parrott (3303) and J. D. Stout (4904).
At present the Collection contains 746 books by Old Boys (including 
Staff and Fellows); 43 biographies of Old Boys or books of strong 
College interest; 209 offprints, articles in journals; 93 unpublished 
works; 66 duplicates.
As always, after a very successful year there is doubt as to whether 
next year will be as good. That obviously depends on the capacity 
of our Old Boys to keep publishing.

L. S. Rickard, Keeper, John Harris Memorial Collection

OLD BOYS IN PARLIAMENT

When Dr M. J. Cullen (6733) received his Senior Honours Tie he 
remarked that there had been very few Old Boys sitting on the Labour 
benches as compared with the numbers on the other side of the 
House. Dr Cullen himself, G. H. O. Wilson (3500) and J. Ormond 
(2279) were Labour members. The latter was John Ormond in the 
1935 School List, but after he was elected for Eastern Maori he 
appears with Hone Omana as an alternative: political correctness is 
by no means new. D. MacIntyre (4103), R. G. Gerard (2763), H. 
MacIntyre (7718), J. K. McAlpine (3293), P. R. Burdon (6125), J. 
H. Elworthy (5844), D. F. Quigley (5520) and R. G. Gerard (5847) 
have sat for National. (The list of members in this article is probably 
not complete; getting information from the School List is not always 
an exact science.)
The first Old Boy to be in Parliament seems to have been A. R. 
Guinness (31), who was speaker of the House for many years. He 
was followed by W. P. Reeves (289), C. Lewis (382), T. M. Wilford 
(1284), K. S. Williams (1156), W. H. Montgomery (622) and F. J. 
Rolleston (1214). This is an area in which it is not always easy to be 
certain of the exact political sympathies of those concerned, though 
in the case of Reeves one may make a fairly informed supposition. 
William Pember Reeves was certainly the most distinguished 
parliamentarian to have attended College. A member of R. J. Seddon’s 
cabinet, he was sent to London as High Commissioner in 1896. It 
is often supposed that he was kicked upstairs as Seddon saw him as 
a threat to his own position. Knowing Reeves’s ability and Seddon’s 
deviousness, this is entirely possible. It is quite likely that had there 
been a Parliamentary Labour Party in Reeves’s time he would have 
been a member of it. The man who is regarded as one of the founders 
of the welfare system would hardly have been comfortable in sitting 
alongside members whose outlook in some cases was close to that 
of Louis XIV. It is also significant that after he ceased to be High 
Commissioner he was Director of the London School of Economics, 
and that has long been seen as an intellectual powerhouse of the 
British Labour Party. So Reeves may well be thought of as at least 
proto-Labour.
A thought: perhaps this is a case of never mind the width, feel the 
quality. Both Dr Cullen and Ormond Wilson have scholarly works 
in the John Harris Memorial Collection, and Reeves is certainly one 
of the College’s best writers (prose, that is; his poetry, of which there 
is plenty, was much less memorable, as the College Song bears 
enduring witness).

Chris Todd and Bryan Treleaven shared the Corfe Cup as co-winners 
of the Old Boys’ Race. Tom and Jimmo Tothill making the presentation.

Dr Michael Cullen (6733) with Richard Bromley (6861), Acting 
Headmaster and Don Hamilton  former Deputy Headmaster, at the 

Assembly at which Dr Cullen received a Senior Honours Tie.
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OLD BOY NEWS
M. D. M. S. Batchelor (5734 
Condell’s/Flowers) after 45 years as a staff 
solicitor, partner and consultant at Sharp 
Tudhope Lawlink, has reduced the pace a 
little and is now consulting 4 days a week 
at Lyon O’Neale Arnold; a 3-partner firm 
specialising in commercial property, land 
subdivision and trust work.
A.P. C. Tipping (6706 Harper) who has 
been a judge of the Court of Appeal
has been appointed a judge of the new 
Supreme Court which will hear cases that 
have previously been taken to the Privy 
Council.
J. A. Anderson (6712 Jacobs) who is the 
chief executive of the National Bank of 
New Zealand, is to head the new 
organization formed by the merger of the 
National Bank with the ANZ.
N. J. D. Neill (7200 Richards) who recently 
finished a British film ‘Wimbledon’ is to 
make his debut as a director in an Australian 
film about a fictitious Labor M.P. He has 
been approached before about directing, 
but says that he was always too lazy to 
consider it.
R. S. Taylor (7629 Flower’s) graduated 
B.Sc. in physics from Canterbury 
University on 17 December 2003, thus 
completing a degree he started 34 years 
ago.
K. D. Campbell (7663 Condell’s) is chief 
execut ive off icer  of  Heal thcare 
Manufacturing Group, a trans-Tasman 
manufacturer of over 300 products.
W. G. G. A. Young (7776 Condell’s) who 
has been a judge of the High Court has 
been appointed a judge of the Court of 
Appeal consequent on the formation of the 
new Supreme Court.
H. L. Martyn (8510 Julius) has been 
appointed chief executive of Pyne Gould 
Guinness.
R. M. Deans (8732 School) was named 
the outstanding coach of the year at the 
Canterbury Sportsperson of the Year 
Awards. At the same function B. Andrews 
(6848 Harper, Corfe) received the Patrons 
Award for his auctioneering services.
A.G. W. Logan (9463 Corfe) has joined 
the partnership of McCormack Law.
A. S. Plummer (9877 School) is working 
in Cambodia with VSA for two years. He 
is working for the Cambodia Trust which 
treats and rehabilitates disabled people, 
particularly victims of land mines. Visitors 
with gifts of New Zealand foodstuffs are 
welcome.
Contact: samplummer@yahoo.com
S. P. Scott (9887 Flower’s) and his wife 
Mandi and two young children have moved 
to Goondiwindi, Queensland, where they 
are experiencing the appalling drought. 
D. J. Rutherford (10190 School) is to 
present a garden show on TVNZ later this 
year.
R. G. Laidlaw (10297 School) after 15 
months in Amsterdam with ABN-Amro 
and ING banks has returned to Christchurch 
to take up a position as a quality assurance 
engineer with SunGard Treasury Systems.
T. N. Wright (10950 School) has been 
lecturing in computer science at Canterbury 
University and is nearing completion of 
his Ph.D. He is co-host of two radio shows 
and plays bass guitar in a local band, Solo 
Bravo. He has been appointed to a 
lectureship at Victoria University.

H. G. L. Dillon (11097 Richards) is based in 
London where he is working for Reuters 
developing software for the next generation 
news reporting system, for worldwide use by 
journalists.
C. B. Sara (11179 Julius) won first place in 
the recent National Barista Awards in Auckland 
and will represent New Zealand at the World 
Championships in Italy in 2004.
J. J. Harrison (11288 Rolleston) was awarded 
a Ph.D. in physical chemistry by Canterbury 
University. He is currently doing post-doctoral 
research at the Institut fur Physikalische 
Chemie, Geog-August-Universitat, Gottingen, 
Germany.
P. G. Fulton (11423 Rolleston) played cricket 
for Canterbury and started the representative 
season with a century against Otago.
D. C. A. Hall (11519 Julius) was awarded a 
Ph.D. for his work on the efficacy of the rabbit 
haemorrhagic disease virus. He is currently a 
post-doctoral research fellow at the University 
of Birmingham, Alabama.

MARRIAGES
Andrew George Baxter March (10472 
Condell’s) to Julia Christine Thow at the 
Chapel of St Francis, Woodford House, 
Havelock North on 11 October 2003.
George Charles Andrew Forbes (10565 
Flower’s) to Laura Mercedes Palomino at 
Capilla de San Antonio de Padua, Seville on 
18 October 2003.
John Marcos Acland Hindmarsh (10715 
Flower’s) to Vivian Ammermann at the 
Marambaia Club, Vinhedo, Brazil, on 6 
December 2003.
James Edward Ussher (11044 Condell’s) to 
Andrea Kate Irwin at St Barnabas’ Church, 
Christchurch on 4 October 2003.
Christopher Patrick Ussher (11203 
Condell’s) to Bridget Sullivan at St Mary’s 
Pro-Cathedral, New Plymouth on 5 July 2003.

CORRECTION
A Diploma of Farm Management was wrongly 
attributed to B. W. Millton (11319 School). It 
was actually bestowed on W. H. D. Millton 
(12080 School).

UNIVERSITY 
GRADUATIONS
AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY
N.J.W. Duncan (12190 Harper)
Bachelor of Science (1st class Honours)

CANTERBURY UNIVERSITY
R.S. Taylor (7629 Flower’s)
Bachelor of Science

OTAGO UNIVERSITY
T. Bassett (8585 Flower’s)
Master of Business Administration
R.V. Bullen (9802 Harper, Rolleston)
Doctor of Philosophy
M.J. Barker (10080 Corfe)
Master of Dental Surgery
S.P. Muncaster (10750 Condell’s) 
Master of Science
A.J. W. Barker (10811 Jacobs)
Master of Science
S.J.E. Lucas (11006 Condell’s)
University of Otago Sciences Divisional Award
T.J. Jerram (11445 Jacobs)
won the D.W.Beaven Prize in Medicine, the 
Colquhoun Memorial Medal and the T. W. J. 
Johnson Memorial Prize.
D.C.A. Hall (11519 Julius)
Doctor of Philosophy
N.C. Butterfield (11551 Rolleston)
Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery
R.S.J. Elliott (11566 Jacobs)
Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery
F.M. Davison (11705 School)
Bachelor of Science, Postgrad. Diploma in Commerce
J.D.B. Evans (11713 Rolleston)
Bachelor of Dental Surgery
A.C. Jennings (11738 Corfe)
Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery
N.J. Oscroft (11832 Harper)
Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery
J.D. Machin-Roberts (11908 Rolleston)
Bachelor of Arts (Honours)
C.M.L. Norbert-Munns (11923 Condell’s)
Bachelor of Commerce
N.M. Wilson (11966 Condell’s)
Bachelor of Science	

NEW YEARS HONOURS
Companion of the Order of Merit of New Zealand 
(C.N.Z.M.), J.B.O.Acland (5820 School)
Queen’s Service Order (Q.S.O), D.F.Quigley (5520 
Jacobs)
Queen’s Service Medal (Q.S.M.), R.H.Hammond 
(4861 Condell’s)

Recent Otago medical graduates, l to r, N. J. Oscroft, N. C. Butterfield and R. S. J. Elliot,
absent A.C. Jennings
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DEATHS
Edward John BASSETT (3257 South 
Town) Aged 97, at Auckland on 19 July 
2003.
Theodore Robert RAW (3613 Condell’s) 
Aged 93 at Sussex, U.K., on 15 September 
2003.
Nigel John Thomson WEBSTER  (3623 
Flower’s) Aged 84, at New Plymouth on 
25 December 1991.
John Maxwell Morton OLLIVIER (3865 
Julius) Aged 89, at Tauranga on 24 
November 2002.
John Hawdon DAVISON (3879 School) 
Aged 88, at Amberley on 15 September 
2003.
Paul Stephen FALLA (3977 Condell’s) 
Aged 89, in England on 9 August 2003
Ian Douglas BELL (4059 Harper) Aged 
87, at Christchurch on 16 March 2003.
Heath Thurlow THOMPSON (4437 
Julius) Aged 83, at Christchurch on 30 
August 2003.
Ramsay Lovat Haskeyne DAVIDSON 
(4645 Harper) Aged 82, on 20 January 
2004.
John Alexander Lowbridge BENNETT 
(4743 Flower’s) Aged 79, at Palmerston 
North on 15 November 2003.
John Forrester BROWN (4747 Julius) 
Aged 79, in Queensland on 1 August 2003.
Michael Anderson JOHNSON (4865 
School) Aged 78, at Christchurch on 24 
October 2003.
John Gale LATTER (4871 School) Aged 
78, at Kaikoura on 6 December 2003.
Charles Timothy Aylmer RATTRAY 
(4894 School) Aged 78, at Christchurch 
on 13 November 2003.
Thomas Richard CHOLMONDELEY 
(4930 Julius) Aged 77, at Woodbury on 
10 September 2003.
Edward Millais HARCOURT (4957 
Jacobs) Aged 77, at Wellington on 2 
November 2003.
Anthony Kimball QUENTIN-BAXTER 
(4980 Julius) Aged 77, at Picton on 14 
November 2003.
John Edmund REEVES (4982 Julius, 
Jacobs) Aged 77, at Cambridge, England, 
on 5 January 2004.
Bruce ROBERTSON (5147 Julius) Aged 
74, at Wilton, Wiltshire, England, on 11 
January 2004.
James Macalister BREMNER (5182 
Condell’s) Aged 73, at Christchurch on 7 
December 2003.  
Guyon WARREN (5538 Julius/Jacobs) 
Aged 70, at Nelson on 29 October 2003.
Warwick Richard PEERS (5609 
Condell’s) Aged 71, at Christchurch on 25 
December 2003.
Peter Herbert ELWORTHY (5750 
School) Aged 68 at Wanaka on 11 January 
2004.
Michael Gibson BARKER (6113 School) 
Aged 63, at Christchurch on 8 September 
2003.
Michael Geoffrey COTTERILL (6136 
School) Aged 63, at Auckland on 15 
November 2003.
Robert Owen Fillbridge HAYLOCK 
(7838 Flower’s) Aged 51, at Palmerston 
North on 21 August 2003.
James Ormond WALLACE (10947 
School) Aged 28, at Woodbury on 8 
September 2003.

GLEANINGS FROM AN OLD SCHOOL LIST
Looking through the early entries in the School List can be as intriguing as leafing through the 
pages of an old newspaper. Both provide one with glimpses of a world that has changed a lot. 
The early entries in the List do that. It is not merely references to the Football XXII but also 
the careers that boys followed that show us a picture of a different world. There were some who 
went out to help carry The White Man’s Burden. (Even more such as No.1 in the List, C. C. 
Prichard, were ordained and eventually went to minister to the souls of the English.) Among 
those who served the Empire was R. P. Clogstoun (575) who became a Commissioner of Police 
in Burmah (as it was then spelt). Another was A. Mathias (283), a son of that prolific parent 
Archdeacon Octavius Mathias. He was in Basutoland in 1880-1881, then a sergeant in the 
Capetown Rifles, Superintendent of the Aliwal Base Hospital before suffering a seeming 
demotion to be a private in the New South Wales Infantry. He was, after these adventures, a 
civil servant in South Africa.
One who served in its dying stages an empire older and prouder than the British was F. C. 
Harris (904), a son of the redoubtable Archdeacon W. C. Harris. His career sounds unusual in 
the nineteenth century and quite impossible today. He entered the Chinese Imperial Revenue 
Service in 1889, was Superintendent for the removal of the Canton river Barriers, helped to 
explore Min River and the Singari River, was Harbourmaster at Canton and was awarded the 
Star of the Order of the Double Dragon by the Emperor in 1906. As China became a republic 
in 1911 he must have been among the latter recipients of the honour. He was also captain of 
the cruiser Fei Hou and the cruiser Chular Tiao. More celebrated Old Boy seafarers would 
seem to have led rather humdrum lives in comparison, and it is great pity that he did not write 
his reminiscences to adorn the shelves of the collection named for his nephew, John Harris 
(2767).
An Old Boy whose achievements were undoubtedly useful and insufficiently appreciated was 
A. W. D. Bell (378) who was Civil Engineer to the Western Australian Government and was 
responsible for constructing Fremantle Harbour and the first water supply to the Western 
Australian goldfields. Those must have been large undertakings and one would like to know 
more about them.
The List occasionally notes the cause of death. It is not surprising that a number of Old Boys 
drowned, as drowning was a leading cause of death in pioneering New Zealand, and College’s 
early years were still very much pioneering days. What is a trifle surprising is to see that A. 
S. Brittan (6) drowned in the Avon in 1863. The Avon is not particularly deep, wide, nor swift, 
and bears little resemblance to the Waimakariri in flood. Yet here is a young man in his early 
twenties getting drowned in it. One wonders whether there were aggravating circumstances. 
Also a little puzzling is the wording of the death R. Bing (806), who is recorded as drowned 
from the barque Norman McLeod. ‘From’ sounds slightly odd. Did he fall overboard after too 
sumptuous a dinner? Was he thrown overboard? Made to walk the plank? One can only surmise. 
One entry that shows how the world has changed is that of B. W. Woolcombe (962) who was 
killed at native riots at Singapore in 1914. If there is such a thing as a riot in the extremely well-
ordered Singapore of today one imagines that the natives are perfectly capable of handling it. 
H. L. Dartnall (222), who became the storekeeper at Spingston, lived long enough to be killed 
in a motor accident in 1932. If any clairvoyant had told him when he left College in 1865 that 
he would die in collision with a horseless carriage he would surely have dismissed it as a risk 
less likely than that of being kicked to death by hedgehogs outside his store. One death that is 
more in keeping with the times was that of J. E. Maitland (739) who was killed in a coach 
accident on the Black Horse Range in 1878. Even so, his timing was bad.  The List informs 
us that it happened the day before the first train ran to Dunedin.
The List is frequently punctilious in reminding us that California is in the U. S. A. or Sydney 
in New South Wales. But sometimes it is strangely imprecise. It gives that station in life of W. 
C. Edwards (659) as Managing Engineer to a Phosphate Company near the Tropics. That sounds 
as though it should be Nauru, but the field is wide and the address given so vague that one 
cannot be sure.
If you have a 1950 (or earlier) School List, have a glance through the older entries. You might 
well find something to interest you.

AT LONG LAST !
After a number of technical hitches,

the ability to contact Old Boys
via the CCOBA website

www.ccoba.com
is finally operational.

This applies, of course, only to those Old Boys who returned the 
Contact Details form and gave their permission.

If you did not return the form and wish to make use of this facility, 
the form may be downloaded from the website.

For the facility to prove useful it is imperative that you keep the 
Association informed of any change to your e-mail address.



Tom Morten, as executor of I C Graham’s 
will, arranged for material to be deposited 

in the archives.   It included copybooks 
from both I C  Graham (2795) and his 

brother A PC Graham.(2794)  These books 
were probably used at Mr Wiggin’s School.

Februarly 2004, Number Twenty-nine

It is a great pleasure to be writing to the members 
of Christ’s College Old Boys’ Association for 
the first time as the 17th Headmaster. I hope this 
finds you in good health and prosperity, and full 
of interest in what lies ahead for College.    
I am writing at the start of the summer break, 
the second of which I will have enjoyed this year. 
Of course that also means I have just presided 
over the creation of another generation of Old 
Boys, again for the second time in  six months. 
These are always poignant occasions, sadness 
for some, a mixture of relief and nostalgia for 
most, and inevitably blessed release for a few.  
I would like to think the day went very well, and 
will be looked back on warmly by not only the 
boys, but also their parents who enjoyed a summer 
luncheon in the quadrangle. The singing at the 
leavers’ service in Chapel was magnificent; I 
have been told it was clearly heard in the middle 
of the museum next door. At Prize Giving in the 
evening, we were able to celebrate another successful year of 
intellectual endeavour, and Ben Douglas produced a speech as 
Senior Prefect which will long be remembered.
I have very much enjoyed many meetings with parents who are 
also Old Boys, members of the CCOBA at the AGM, and others 
through a whole range of school occasions. I very much look 
forward to working with Ken Greenslade in support of the ambitions 
and activities of the association, and at the same time would like 
to add my thanks to Tom Tothill, on behalf of the College, for his 
devotion to the cause. Jane and I much enjoyed early contacts with 
Tom, prior to our arrival here.
I have been asked many times for my early impressions of College, 
and you would be surprised and disappointed if they were not 
very positive indeed. I must say that one of the jewels in the crown 
of the campus is the ‘OBT’ as the Old Boys’ Theatre is universally 
known. I have used it many times already, and have so far not had 
the full tour of its extra-ordinary facilities and capabilities. It is 
simply a wonderful asset to College, thoroughly well used and 
appreciated; I hope members of the association who were involved 
with the project feel immensely fulfilled, in the knowledge that 
it is so much admired, and contributing so much to College life. 
Incidentally, I was told there was a certain resistance to the 
exhortation to “have fun” as part of one of the stained glass 
windows -  I point it out to every visitor who passes by, and it 
causes great delight. We should have fun, and we do. Bravo.
So what lies ahead for College? Physically, as most will know, we 
are about to embark on the replacement for Flower’s House.  The 
plans are now finalised, and after due consideration by the planning 
authority, we believe the new addition to Rolleston Avenue,

whilst admirably meeting our needs, will be 
enjoyed by all. The temporary arrangements 
for the Flower’s community during the 
building phase will be a test of our ingenuity, 
but we will cope admirably. Thereafter we 
will draw a breath before looking at a number 
of identified needs in College. No great 
institution can stand still for long in its 
development plans. We are not neglecting 
our existing facilities of course, and many 
may already be aware that at Prize Giving I 
was able to announce a single benefactor has 
enabled us to undertake a thorough renovation 
of our much-loved dining hall. This is a 
wonderful opportunity, and will enable the 
building to once more be appreciated fully 
by not only the College community, but also 
the many other users and visitors who pass 
through each week.
The work of the school will continue apace 

next year, with some new processes and perhaps some more 
developed focus on some aspects of our academic programme. 
We constantly have to wrestle with conflicting priorities and 
ambitions, but such is the stuff of schools of our type and quality. 
I have been delighted to see the passion and enthusiasm amongst 
my colleagues, and the way they promote and support their own 
activities and interests. I am sure the boys realise how lucky they 
are to be amongst such vigorous and energetic people
From next term, ‘Congers’ will be open to the public, with a 
distinctive sign board outside the gates inviting visitors to join us. 
I have found these sessions uplifting and exciting each week, and 
I know others would love to enjoy them too. Our singing remains 
a splendid feature of College life, and is a great credit to the 
school, the choir and Mr Robert Aburn, our musical director. If 
you are local to Christchurch, do think about joining us.  I know 
some have been interested in our approach to the general way we 
are seen by others, in particular matters of dress and uniform. A 
‘yellow card’ competition between houses has been successful in 
almost eliminating these trivial and intrusive matters from daily 
life at College. Dress code violations were centrally recorded, and 
the cumulative house totals kept confidential until the end of the 
term. Former members of Houses will be pleased to know that 
the smartest Houses last term were Richards and Corfe, who 
shared the $1000 ‘Headmaster’s bounty’. 
I very much look forward to the round of CCOBA functions in 
2004, and will try very hard to support as many as I can. Let me 
thank you all for your continued interest in the life of College, 
and please do keep in touch.

The autumn is a good time to have a clean out.   The days of lazing 
in the deck chair are almost over, the fish are no longer biting and the 
grandchildren have gone back to school.  So when you attack those 
old sheds, attics and broom cupboards, don’t forget that the archives 
could benefit from your increased space. 
The College Archives have been in existence since 1992 although 
some staff were collecting material long before this, with a view to 
their creation “one day”.   Many Old Boys have contributed to the 
g r ow i n g  a n d  
i n c r e a s i n g l y  
comprehens ive  
collections, but 
there are still items 
which we need to 
obtain to extend 
displays and to 
understand more 
about  l ife at  
College at various 
times.
Those text books 
which you carted 
around in straps, 
satchels and school bags have always been difficult to obtain.  We 
have few text books before 1920 and almost nothing before 1900. We 
do have some lists of these books but it would be wonderful to actually 

know what was inside the covers 
of  Walford’s  Lat in Verse 
Composition, Todhunter’s Algebra 
and Hullah’s Manual of Vocal 
Music.  Prizes too are a valuable 
source of information, about what 
it was considered appropriate for 
boys to read at various times.
Publications too are constantly 
being sought.  It would be 
wonderful to obtain some more 
House magazines as they expand 
the life of particular parts of 
College.   However programmes 
from sporting events, both 
internal, provincial and national 
would also be appreciated, while 
activities such as drama, music 
and debating need to have gaps 
in their collections f illed. 
Has your mother kept  all your 
letters  or exercise books , in a tin, 
or tied up in a ribbon  at the back 
of the writing desk?  Don’t read 
them, just bring them in, 

unopened, to the archives. We can then enjoy opening them together. 
 Letters and exercise books retain an intimacy about past events that 
it is impossible 
to obtain from 
a n y  o t h e r  
source.  The 
fact that the 
spelling is a 
little different, 
that there are 
w o b b l y  
sketches, or 
the pages are 
f u l l  o f  
unsuccessful 
links between 
nibs and ink, is 
immaterial; it is the content which is valuable in the reconstruction 
of College life.
House photographs before 1900  are also scarce.  There is no indication 
of how often these were taken in the past, but anything labelled 
“Dudding’s”,  “Merton’s”  “Collins’”, “Andrew’s”,  “North Town”, “ 
South Town”, “Worthy’s”, “Cotterill’s or “Harris’s” would extend the 
archives collection and those of the  present day Houses which are  
their successors.

THE ARCHIVIST WRITES
Fives were played from the late 
1860’s to the 1950’s yet nothing 
physical remains in the way of 
gloves or balls. Do you have either 
of these at home? Tennis and 
Squash rackets are also missing 
from the shelves.
Rumours abound about the past, 
and the one which the archives 
have never been able to 
successfully prove or disprove is 
the existence of a pair (or pairs) 
of padded trousers which were 
donned by those about to get the 
cane.  Do they still exist today in 
someone’s loft or basement? 

Clothing between 1940 and 
1980 continues to be a 
missing part of the archives 
overall.   It is important for 
the future that the various 
changes which have occurred, 
particularly in daily and 
sporting uniforms, are 
collected and consigned to 
temperature and humidity 
controlled storage.  
Some of your ancestors may 
have been in the Upper 
Department, known later as 
College House. This part of 
College’s history is also 
sparsely documented, and it 
has not even been possible to 
complete an accurate list of 
those who were considered 
students prior to 1878.  There 
may be reminiscences in 
family collections which 
would amplify what life was 
like  in the Principal’s house, 
either as a student of 
Theology or one of the other 

subjects taken at Canterbury University 
College.
Accessions during 2003 were many and 
various.  All contributed significantly to 
the expansion of the College collections. 
 There were some which surprised the 
archivist by their survival, others added 
to the College’s knowledge of an 
individual, while others will be of 
considerable value in the various projects 
 in which  boys  are involved.

Subjects studied by the 6th Form (Year 13), in 1870

Mrs Jenny Perrott from Wellington 
donated 21 volumes of prizes from her 
great grandfather W L Scott, in 2003. 
Scott (1536) was in the Indian Civil 
Service and was knighted in 1939.

Football Programme:  Christ’s College v Christchurch Boys’ 
High School 1914 donated by George  J Wadworth( 5256)

Richard Geoffrey Gerard’s (2763) and 
Forbes O’Rorke’s( 3301) contributions 
to The Bournite House Magazine April 
1922 It was donated by Arnold Wall 
(2983) from Ormond Wilson (3500).

Mrs H M F Saunders, wife of L C M 
Saunders (3130) presented Hymn Tunes 

with Varied Harmonies  which had 
previously belonged to Alfred Merton (383)

THE HEADMASTER WRITES

Simon Leese

Herbert Brown’s first XV hat  was given to the 
archives by R H W Hamilton(5314)

Brown(413) was the captain of the team in 1877.
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70 YEARS ON REUNION

60 YEARS ON REUNION

The year of 1943; our numbers were 101, fathers and brothers were away fighting in the Second World War, rationing and blackouts – not many 
of us gave much thought to a day in 2003, when 60 years on, 32 or so of us, most with wives or partners, would once again visit the old school 
for a thoroughly enjoyable weekend of catching up with old friends, socialising and seeing first-hand what exciting changes had taken place 
within the school since we first attended. It was all very impressive.
Commencing with a cocktail party in the Dining Hall on Friday evening with other reunion groups and other Old Boys, through to Saturday 
when we were shown around the school, photographed and with even one of our number running in the Old Boys’ Race, was capped off with 
an excellent lunch, again in the Dining Hall. We finished the day with a superb dinner at the Christchurch Club, highlighted by an excellent 
speech of witty reminiscences by Sir Michael Fowler. Sunday until Evensong in the Chapel was a free day, but most agreed that Chapel followed 
by supper in the Library was a fitting way in which to conclude an excellent reunion.
We look forward with eager anticipation to our next reunion in perhaps five or certainly ten year’s time.

Peter Wait (5258), David Booth (5178)
50 YEARS ON REUNION

What a great weekend!  It began with a very enjoyable cocktail party in the Dining Hall on Friday night. We had a fascinating tour of the School 
on Saturday morning guided by Prefects.  This focused on the Old Boys'  Theatre and the new Art and Technology Block.  Everyone was suitably 
impressed with all the magnificent facilities.  The Old Boys' Race, which received plenty of sideline support, ended in a dead heat for first place. 
Chris Todd and Bryan Treleaven, from the Class of  '53 shared line honours.  Then drinks and reunion photographs on the Quad were followed 
by a pleasant lunch in the Dining Hall. We had a great attendance for the Saturday night dinner at Rydges Hotel - 96 including partners.  John 
England provided an entertaining after dinner speech which brought back many old memories.  He was well supported by others who contributed 
their reminiscences of our days at College.  Lunch at the Russley Golf Club on Sunday enabled us to relax and continue to enjoy great friendships 
and to renew some old ones.  The Chapel service and supper in the Library was an appropriate way to end a very memorable weekend.

Leicester Fulford (6153)

FOUR-WHEEL DRIVE
SAFARI

Sunday 14 March 2004
VENUE:  PARNASSUS

1 1/2 HOURS NORTH OF CHRISTCHURCH
ON S H 1

Over The Properties: 
Athlone Pastures, Iona, Mendip Hills

THIS IS THE FIRST 4 W D
WHERE NONE OF THE PROPERTIES INVOLVED

ARE OWNED BY OLD BOYS

Proceeds to:
CCOBA Old Boys’ Scholarship Fund

START:	 10.00am
COST:	 $25 per vehicle

For further information:
John Belcher  at: (03) 355 7712

or Secretary, CCOBA (03) 379 6738

ALL WELCOME
SEE YOU ON 14TH - JOHN BELCHER

30 YEARS ON REUNION

20 YEARS ON REUNION

Four elder statesmen as guests of the 
C.C.O.B.A. at the lunch on the 
Quadrangle during the reunion 

weekend.

Ken Greenslade (5851, President of CCOBA, indicating 
the House he considers by far the best!


