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Mr Simon Leese has been appointed as the next Headmaster of Christ’s 
College. Mr Leese, aged 51, is currently Senior Master and Head of 
the Sixth Form at Loughborough Grammar School, an independent 
school in Leicester, England. During his time at the school he had 
many years as a Boarding Housemaster ending that period as Senior 
Boarding Housemaster. Loughborough Grammar School is a school 
with a philosophy similar to that of Christ’s College, i.e. a strong 
academic emphasis balanced by individual needs.
His academic background is in physics and education having a 
B.Ed.(Hons) degree from Durham University and a M.Sc. degree 
from Surrey University.
Simon and his wife Jane, a primary school teacher, have three children, 
Rebecca at university, Ben who is finishing a law course and Tom. 
Rebecca and Ben have both visited Australia and New Zealand and 
enthusiastically encouraged their parents to consider the move to New 
Zealand. Tom, the youngest, will attend College and has described 
the move to the antipodes as “a bit scary but exciting”.
The Board Chairman, Julian Holderness (6409 School) is delighted 
with the appointment and describes both Simon and Jane as 
“delightfully warm”. He visited Loughborough Grammar School 
where he observed Simon Leese in action and comments that he was 
impressed by his “great rapport with staff and boys”. The Headmaster 
of Loughborough Grammar School regards Simon Leese extremely 
highly and describes him as “a Headmaster waiting to happen”.
Until now, Simon has not pursued headmaster appointments, choosing 
to spend what little spare time he had with his family. His extra-
curricular interests have included coaching rugby, up to and including 
the 1st XV, and coaching athletics. He has also organised treks to 
Pakistan, skiing trips to Europe and rugby trips to Canada.
Whilst at Loughborough Simon has initiated a performance 
management system for academic staff which has now been widely 
adopted by other schools in England. He has also been the Independent 
Schools representative on the committee of the Boarding Schools 
Association.
The Leeses arrive in Christchurch for the commencement of Term 4 
and Julian Holderness comments that “they are hugely excited about 
coming to Christ’s College”.

A HEADMASTER LEAVES
The CCOBA and the Christ’s College Friends’ Association held a 
combined function on March 14th  to farewell Rob and Cathy Zordan. 
After six years at the helm of College the Zordans are returning to 
their roots in Perth, West Australia, where Rob will take over as 
Headmaster of Guildford Grammar School from where he was 
appointed to College.
At the function, the Zordans were presented with an engraved silver 
salver in appreciation of their contribution to College over the last 
six years and the Association wishes them well for their return to 
Perth.
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Simon and Jane Leese on their visit to College in March
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